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PART]
ABOUT INDIAN BIRDS



From small to large

Photos: Garima Bhatia / Rajiv Lathe



From common
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Photos: Nirav Bhatt / Navendu Lao




From nondescript to magnificent

© Mohanram Kemparaju 2007

Photos: Mohanram Kemparaju / Rajiv Lathe



And from deserts to dense forests

Photos: Clement Francis / Ramki Sreenivas




India Is home to over 1200 species of birds!
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Photos: Dr. Asad Rahmani, Nikhil Devasar, Dhritiman Mukherjee, Ramana Athreya, Judd Patterson



Birds in Indian Culture and Mythology
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Source: wikipedia.org | S Photo: Alex Loinaz

Garuda, thevahanaof Lord Vishnu is thought to beBrahminyKite



Birds in Indian Culture and Mythology

Jatayy sacrificed himself to rescugitafrom being kidnapped bRavanaHe was
thought to be a vulture.



Birds in Indian Culture and Mythology
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Photo: Kalyan Varma

Sarus Cranes have a strong cultural significance in North India for their fidelity
while hornbills find mention in the traditional folklore of the tribes of Arunachal
Pradesh.
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Birdbehaviour Foraging

© 2010 M V Shreeram

Photos: Mike Ross, Josep del Hoyo, Pat Bonish, Shreeran



Birdbehaviour Migration

1 June to 1 August

1 December to 1 April

Photos: Arthur Morris / Dubi Shapiro | Maps: Greenland Institute of Natural Resources and R. Suresh
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Birdbehaviour Songs
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Recordings: Pronoy Baidya / Neils Poul Dreye



Threats to birds
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Photos:www.conservationindia.org
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http://www.conservationindia.org/

What isbirdwatching’

A Recreational activity involving the observation of
birds
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http://www.birdwatcing.com/

Why watch birds?

A Colourful and lively creatureshirp, whistle and sing
A All around us, even in cities!

A No specialised equipment requirednly binoculars
and a notebook

Orienty]l Dwnyrf Kingfisher

Sarug Crane Malabar Trogon
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Caricatures by Rohan Chakravarty
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The Book
of

Thirteenth Edition

VEL LR R 0 CANTED X
- ool ~adl bb M TIESITTED Gy e eeck
L T f : WERT~ - T e
- I i et ~
£ ] U ey ~;5)‘;.,5,

* AT

e o :Ln’n AR A
ST - - - e Wkt
A Orsador  —el00 g ihy stpmits 4 oo

"?‘r.ﬁﬁ‘\vﬁ"'ﬁ“ Wk vk | et 2

N

Grax S ~ O (R o
S : 3 CMe Dk B AR
-
B tdha 14
% i \
l’ 1 y ] }
' ’ 'l I ,"A",L WTAD PP TER
'\ / . Wi bk black '.ﬁ‘.,
4 . ; { R Toasaidn = =
) k{f”{_'.nﬁfw e race sa"m M|
TR Al S § 1dl ke
‘g e “JaN oy
Frven’ | LTS
e e LS wited
IRARCCH DR cn
015 gr! '

AR
U s

LT °




Where to watch birds: Forests




Where to watch birds: Scrublands




Where to watch birds: Mountains

Photo: Sumit Sen



Where to watch birds: Wetlands
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Where to watch birds: Sea and seashore




PARTII
SOME COMMON INDIAN BIRDS



BACKYARD BIRDS



House Sparrow
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Habits: Widespread resident in villages and towns



Red-vented Bulbul

Garima Bhatia

Habits: Commonly found in gardens



Red-whiskered Bulbul

Photo: Rajneesh Suvarna -
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Habits: Commonly found in gardens




Common Myna

Photo: Garima Bhayj

Habits: Common in villages, towns, cities and lightly wooded areas.



House Crow

Photo: Rajneesh

Habits: A scavenger, commonly seen around human habitation



Black Kite

Photo: Sumit Sen




Ashy Prinia
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Habits: A dainty, vocal bird found in gardens



Common Tailorbird
&

Habits: Dainty bird of gardens and forests; stitches leaves together to make its n



Purple Sunbird

Hablts Our version of the hummingbird; visit gardens in search of nectar and INS



Purple -rumped Sunbird
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Photo: Sumit Sen

Habits: Our version of the hummingbird; visit gardens in search of nectar and ins






Greenish Warbler
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Habits: Tiny, migratory bird. Very active and flits about in foliage. Whistles faintly
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Habits: Tiny, migratory bird. Very active and flits about in bushes. ldhtstkcall.



WATER BIRDS



Indian Pond -heron

Photo: Ggrima Bhatia
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Cattle Egret

a0 5 : A . : 3 x ! e -'ﬂ - \ \ y .r';.
N \ / P e VI, !‘-“‘\ I
24 D =, e, 5 ey ) AN

Hablts Follow cattle in fields and fallows feedlng on msects dlsturbed by cattle



Little Egret
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Little Cormorant

Habits: Dive and follow fish underwater; dry themselves by stretching their wings



Eurasian Coot
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Habits: Not a duck, though it looks like one! Seen dabbling in flocks in
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Little Grebe

Photo: Garima Bhatia B ———————

Habits: Found in shallow ponds; also dives in pursuit of fish



Purple Heron

Photo: Garima Bhatia
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Habits: Walks along the edges of water bodies; rather shy and darts into vegetat
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Red-wattled Lapwing
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Bronze-winged Jacana




Spot-billed Duck

Photo: Rajneesh Suvarn

Habits: Common resident duck in most ponds and lakes, often in large flocks



Cotton Pygmy-goose (Cotton Teal)
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Northern Pintall

e Photo: Sunil Singha

Habits: A migratory duck. Found in large numbers in jheels in winters.



Northern Shoveler

Photo: John C. Avise

Habits: Migratory duck. Dabbles and swings its shiikelbeak to sieve food.



