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PART- I 
ABOUT INDIAN BIRDS 

 



From small to large 

Photos: Garima Bhatia / Rajiv Lather 



 

From common to rare 

Photos: Nirav Bhatt / Navendu Lad 



 

From nondescript to magnificent 

Photos: Mohanram Kemparaju / Rajiv Lather 



 

And from deserts to dense forests 

Photos: Clement Francis / Ramki Sreenivasan 



India is home to over 1200 species of birds! 

Photos: Dr. Asad Rahmani, Nikhil Devasar, Dhritiman Mukherjee, Ramana Athreya, Judd Patterson 



Birds in Indian Culture and Mythology 

Garuda, the vahana of Lord Vishnu is thought to be a Brahminy Kite 

Photo: Alex Loinaz Source: wikipedia.org 



Birds in Indian Culture and Mythology 

Jatayu, sacrificed himself to rescue Sita from being kidnapped by Ravana. He was 
thought to be a vulture. 

Source: wikipedia.org 



Birds in Indian Culture and Mythology 

Sarus Cranes have a strong cultural significance in North India for their fidelity 
while hornbills find mention in the traditional folklore of the tribes of Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

Photo: Nayan Khanolkar Photo: Kalyan Varma 



Bird behaviour: Foraging 

Illustration: Aranya Pathak Broome 



Bird behaviour: Foraging 

Photos: Mike Ross,  Josep del Hoyo, Pat Bonish, Shreeram M.V 



Bird behaviour: Migration 

Photos: Arthur Morris / Dubi Shapiro | Maps: Greenland Institute of Natural Resources and R. Suresh Kumar 



Bird behaviour: Songs 

Recordings: Pronoy Baidya / Neils Poul Dreyer 



Threats to birds 

Photos: www.conservationindia.org  
Cartoon: Rohan Chakravarty 

http://www.conservationindia.org/


ÅRecreational activity involving the observation of 
birds 

 

ÅCƻǊƳŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ōƛǊŘǎ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨhǊƴƛǘƘƻƭƻƎȅΩ 

What is birdwatching? 

Ý ɗɸʁɳʆɰʃɲɷɸɽɶ: ʈɾʄʁ ɻɸɵɴʃɸɼɴ ʃɸɲɺɴʃ ʃɾ ʃɷɴ ʃɷɴɰʃʁɴ ɾɵ ɣɰʃʄʁɴ!Þ 
www.birdwatching.com  

http://www.birdwatcing.com/


ÅColourful and lively creatures- chirp, whistle and sing 

 

ÅAll around us, even in cities! 

 

ÅNo specialised equipment required- only binoculars 
and a notebook 

 

 

Why watch birds? 

Caricatures by Rohan Chakravarty 



 

Essentials of birding 



 

Where to watch birds: Forests 

Photo: Kalyan Varma 



 

Where to watch birds: Scrublands  



 

Where to watch birds: Mountains  

Photo: Sumit Sen 



 

Where to watch birds: Wetlands  



 

Where to watch birds: Sea and seashore 



PART- II 
SOME COMMON INDIAN BIRDS 

 



BACKYARD BIRDS 



House Sparrow 
House Sparrow  

Habits: Widespread resident in villages and towns 

Photo: Garima Bhatia 



Red-vented Bulbul  

Habits: Commonly found in gardens 

Photo: Garima Bhatia 



Red-whiskered Bulbul  

Habits: Commonly found in gardens 

Photo: Rajneesh Suvarna 



Common Myna 

Habits: Common in villages, towns, cities and lightly wooded areas. 

Photo: Garima Bhatia 



House Crow 

Habits: A scavenger, commonly seen around human habitation  

Photo: Rajneesh Suvarna 



Black Kite  

Habits: A scavenger like the crow; common around human habitation 

Photo: Sumit Sen 



Habits: A dainty, vocal bird found in gardens.  

Ashy Prinia  

Photo: Garima Bhatia 



Common Tailorbird  

Habits: Dainty bird of gardens and forests; stitches leaves together to make its nest 

Photo: Garima Bhatia 



 

Purple Sunbird  

Habits: Our version of the hummingbird; visit gardens in search of nectar and insects  

Photo: Sumit Sen 



 

Purple -rumped Sunbird  

Habits: Our version of the hummingbird; visit gardens in search of nectar and insects  

Photo: Sumit Sen 



 

Asian Koel 

IŀōƛǘǎΥ CŜŜŘǎ ƻƴ ŦǊǳƛǘǎΤ ƭŀȅǎ ŜƎƎǎ ƛƴ /ǊƻǿΩǎ ƴŜǎǘǎΦ {ƛƴƎǎ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 

Photo: Sumit Sen 



Greenish Warbler  

Habits: Tiny, migratory bird. Very active and flits about in foliage. Whistles faintly.  

Photo: Nitin S. 



"ÌÙÔÈȭÓ 2ÅÅÄ-warbler  

Habits: Tiny, migratory bird. Very active and flits about in bushes. Harsh chuck call.  

Photo: Nikhil Devasar 



WATER BIRDS 



Indian Pond -heron  

Habits: Commonly seen hunting fish, crabs, frogs etc. in lakes, ponds and nullahs 

Photo: Garima Bhatia 



Cattle Egret 

Habits: Follow cattle in fields and fallows, feeding on insects disturbed by cattle 

Photo: Garima Bhatia 



Little Egret  

IŀōƛǘǎΥ CƻǳƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎΤ ǎƪƛƭƭŦǳƭ ŦƛǎƘŜǊΗ LŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ΨǎƻŎƪǎΩ 

Photo: Garima Bhatia 



Little Cormorant  

Habits: Dive and follow fish underwater; dry themselves by stretching their wings out 

Photo: Garima Bhatia 



Eurasian Coot 

Habits: Not a duck, though it looks like one! Seen dabbling in flocks in lakes and ponds 

Photo: Garima Bhatia 



Little Grebe  

Habits: Found in shallow ponds; also dives in pursuit of fish 

Photo: Garima Bhatia 



Purple Heron  

Habits: A long-necked heron capable of catching bigger prey than the Pond-heron 

Photo: Garima Bhatia 



Purple Swamphen  

Habits: Walks along the edges of water bodies; rather shy and darts into vegetation 

Photo: Garima Bhatia 



Red-wattled Lapwing  

IŀōƛǘǎΥ bƻƛǎȅ ōƛǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ ΨŘƛŘ-he-do-ƛǘΩ ŎŀƭƭΦ !ƭǎƻ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŦƛŜƭŘǎΦ 

Photo: Garima Bhatia 



Bronze-winged Jacana 

Habits: Feet specialized for walking on floating vegetation- ƘŜƴŎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ[ƛƭȅ ǘǊƻǘǘŜǊΩ 

Photo: Sumit Sen 



Spot-billed Duck  

Habits: Common resident duck in most ponds and lakes, often in large flocks 

Photo: Rajneesh Suvarna 



Cotton Pygmy-goose (Cotton Teal)  

Habits: A resident duck found in shallow ponds with floating vegetation.   

Photo: Dr. Tarique Sani 



Lesser Whistling -duck (Lesser Whistling -teal)  

IŀōƛǘǎΥ /ƻƳƳƻƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŘǳŎƪΦ 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǉǳŀŎƪ ōǳǘ ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŦƭȅƛƴƎΦ 

Photo: Dr. Tarique Sani 



Northern Pintail  

Habits: A migratory duck. Found in large numbers in jheels in winters. 

Photo: Sunil Singhal 



Northern Shoveler  

Habits: Migratory duck. Dabbles and swings its shovel-like beak to sieve food. 

Photo: John C. Avise 


