with Himanshu Bagde

ndia is a tourists' paradise - the land of sages, Kamasutra, rivers,

mountains and a huge variety of wildlife. The Land of the 'BIG 5'- tigers,

leopards, Asiatic Lions, Asian Elephants and One Horned Rhinoceros
plus the five great holy rivers - Ganga, Yamuna, Godavari, Saraswati and
Narmada. The Indian subcontinent is truly a hotspot for jungle safari
enthusiasts. With a wide species of Big Cats (India is the only nation that has
a lion and tiger population), sloth and grizzly bears, wolves, a variety of ape
species, plus flying snakes and squirrels.

The topography that traverses the nation ranges from wooded jungles,
rainforests, mangrove swamps and arid deserts with varied flora and fauna
that beats the African continent. As a traveller, you are literally spoilt for
choice.

The intermingling of cultures, rich heritage, numerous festivals, multiple
religions, a wide array of languages and safety for travellers makes India one
of the most sought after, intriguing, vibrant and colourful destinations across
the globe.

| offer you a holiday that is mesmerizing, memorable and potentially life
changing. You choose what you want to do in India and | will tailor the
itinerary for you to suit your style, trip duration and budget. I'm fluent in
English, Hindi and Marathi. | am committed to saving the environment and
promoting wildlife tourism for a more sustainable rural community. You
become a conservationist by default when you travel India with me.

Passion | Professionalism | Product Knowledge | Innovation | Sincerity | Good Conduct & Mutual Respect

www.himanshubagde.com

Do not cut down the
forests with its tigers and
do not banish the tigers
from the forest. The tiger
perishes without the
forest, and the forest
perishes without its
tigers. Therefore the
tigers should stand guard
over the forest and the
forest should protect all
its tigers.

From the Mahabharata,
Udyogaparvan, 29, 47-
48 (circa 400 B.C.E.)
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Major Indian Wildlife Parks

India is 7th Largest Country in the world
as per Geographical Area and the 2nd
most populated country in the World
with 1.3 Billion Population

¢ Geographical Areais 3,287,263 Sq Kms.
¢ Wild Life Protected Area is 167,409 Sq
Kms which is 5.09% of Total
Geographical Area.

o No.OfPA's-741

Species

1 Mammals : 410
1 Bird Species o 1250
1 Reptiles : 610

1 Amphibians : 410

Nagpur the Tiger Capital

Around 70% of the remaining world tiger population survives in
India. Nagpur - referred to as the city of oranges - is now well
established as the' Tiger Capital of the World'. A city that has an
international airport, excellent road connectivity, strategic railway
lines criss-crossing the nation, the Zero Milestone of India, various
categories of hotels, a range of car types for transportation plusTiger
Reserves and National Parks in close proximity. Travel in comfort by
air, rail or road; stay in style at hotels or resorts when you come to see
the Bengal Tiger in its natural habitat.

Nagpur, the second capital of the state of Maharashtra, is a
central location from which to visit TigerReserves or National Parks in
Central India. The closestTiger Reserve is merely 50 kms from
Nagpur, while the farthest is about 500km from Nagpur - in Madhya
Pradesh.

TADOBA:
My Favourite and the best park for tigers
and leopard with fewer tourist.

BANDHAVGARH:

Asmall park, butone of the best for tiger
sightings and photography.

KANHA :

Alarge park, good for tigers and a wealth
of other wildlife.

PENCH:
Dry deciduous forest near Nagpur and
good to tigers and birding.

RANTHAMBORE:

One of the most accessible park for
Tigers.

PANNA :

A small park which has regain tiger
population.

KABINI :
Black leopard, Tigers, Elephants and
endemic birds of south India.

SATPURA:
Very Scenic and rich in wildlife
especially sloth bear.

CORBETT:
Named after Jim Corbett. Rich in flora
and fauna. Best for elephants.

KAZIRANGA :
UNESCO world heritage site. Best for
elephants & One Horned Rhinoceros.

MANAS :
UNESCO world heritage site. Best for
elephants, Clouded leopard and Great
Hornbill.

GIR:
The only park with rich Asiatic Lion
Population.

AGRA:
The home for Taj Mahal and Ara Fort.

DELHI:
The National Capital.

NAGPUR:
The Tiger Capital of India.

“THE WORLD IS A BOOK AND THOSE WHO DO NOT TRAVEL READ ONLY A PAGE.”
www.himanshubagde.com
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TDOBA NATIONAL PARK:

Tadoba is relatively little visited but is
currently the best place in India to see
tigers, as well as other sought-after
mammals such as leopard, sloth bear,
Gaur (Indian bison) and Dholes (Indian
Wild Dogs). Tadoba protects a habitat of
tropical dry deciduous forest, largely
made up of Teak and Bamboo. It is
reputed to support a population of up to
100 Bengal Tigers (106 tiger a per 2018
census) with abundant prey species.
This forest supports plentiful prey
species such as Common Langur
monkeys, Sambar and Spotted Deer.
Other animals that may also be seen are
Jungle Cat and Chousingha (Four
horned antelope), as well as abundant
birdlife. Tadoba is just two hours by car
from Nagpur and works well in
combination with visits to Pench,
Satpura and Kanha National Parks.

Best time to visit Tadoba :
October to June

Nearest Airport/Railway Station :
Nagpur

Recommended Accommodation :
Tadoba Vanya Vilas; Irai Safari
Retreat; Limban Resort; Taaru Vann.

www.himanshubagde.com
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BANDHAVGARH NATIONAL PARK:

Bandhavgarh is a compact yet very
attractive park, where Tigers are
concentrated and sightings of them
are as good as anywhere. It lies in the
Vindhya Hills, a two hour drive from
Katni, the nearest railway station. The
predominant Sal and Bamboo forest is
interspersed with open grassland,
with vegetation becoming mixed
towards the upper reaches of the
park's hills. Bandhavgarh is explored
primarily by jeep, via a series of
interconnecting tracks revealing pools
and streams - features that are vital for
the park's wildlife. A large population
of Spotted Deer serve as the main prey
for the park's tigers, while leopard, and
sloth bear are among other large
mammals that may be seen alongside
a supporting cast of Wild Boar; Nilgai;
Chinkara; Golden Jackal; Jungle Cat;
Rhesus Macaque and Common
Langur monkeys, plus mongoose and
squirrel species. Grey Headed Fish
Eagle; Malabar Pied Hornbill; Greater
Racket-tailed Drongo and Asian
Paradise Flycatcher are among the
300 or so bird species recorded in the
park.

Best time to visit Bandhavgarh:
Mid October to Mid-June

Nearest Airport/Railway Station :
Jabalpur /Katni
Recommended Accommodation :

Nature Heritage; Kings Lodge;
Bandhav Vilas; MahuaKothi

KANHA NATIONAL PARK:

Set on a plateau in the Maikal range
covering 1,945 Sgkms, Kanha is one of
India's largest and finest National Parks.
It offers a wide variety of habitat,
including Sal and mixed deciduous
forest as well as large tracts of bamboo,
but it is the park's grassland meadows
that allow for such excellent wildlife
viewing and, in particular, its tigers.
Small pools and a perennial lake provide
drinking sources year-round for the
animals, of which the resident
population of the hard-ground race of
Swamp Deer (Barasingha) is
particularly noteworthy as it occurs
nowhere else in the world. While tiger
sightings are the main attraction, a
wide variety of other interesting
mammals may be seen here including
Gaur; Wild Boar; Golden Jackal and,
with luck, leopard; Dholes (Indian Wild
Dogs); Sloth Bear and two of India's
lowland antelopes - Chousingha and the
beautiful Blackbuck. Raptor sightings
are good and will likely include Black-
Shoulder Kite; Chested Hawk Eagle;
White Eye Buzzard; Crested Serpent
Eagle; Shikra and a variety of Vultures.
Nagpur is the main access hub and it's
easy to combine time here with other
Tiger Reserves - Bandhavgarh to the
north, Pench and Satpura to the west
and Tadoba to the south.

Best time to visit Kanha :
November to May

Nearest Airport/Railway Station:
Nagpur /Jabalpur

Recommended Accommodation:
The Courtyard House;

Celebration Van Vilas;

Flame of the Forest

“TRAVEL IS THE ONLY THING YOU BUY THAT MAKES YOU RICHER.”
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PENCH NATIONAL PARK:

Lying towards the southern end of the
Satpura Hills and cloaked in extensive
tracts of southern moist deciduous
forest and extensive dry deciduous teak
woodland, Pench is a rugged and
beautiful park thought to have been the
inspiration for Kipling's "Jungle Book".
Designated a Tiger Reserve in 1992 as
part of the 'Project Tiger' initiative and
covering 758 SgKms, Pench is just a
two hour drive from Nagpur Airport and
is a handy starting point for any wildlife
tour of Central India. The southern
boundary of the park, around the Pench
River Dam, is a great location for water
birds and also mammals such as
Sambar and Spotted Deer; Gaur; Nilgai
and Golden Jackal. Mammal species
that require more luck and patience to
see include Dholes, Sloth Bear and
Leopard. Tigers are best viewed here
during hot summer months between
March and May when the forest
vegetation is least dense and mammals
are concentrated around limited pools
of water. The BBC's world famous
documentary "Tiger - Spy in the Jungle"
was filmed at Pench National Park.

Best time to visit Pench :
October to June

Nearest Airport/Railway Station :
Nagpur

Recommended Accommodation :
Pench Jungle Camp; Tathastu;
Vanraj Resort; Jungle Home Resort;
Tiger & Woods

SATPURA NATIONAL PARK:

This National Park is the most
spectacular and peaceful of Central
India's Tiger Reserves. Though classic
‘Tiger Country', the tigers here are not
accustomed to people due to a lack of
tourists and consequently shy and
difficult to see. Whilst a tiger sighting
would be a real bonus, other special
mammals such as leopard; Sloth Bear;
Gaur; Indian Giant Squirrel and even
Blackbuck are frequently
encountered. Best of all, in Satpura
you are not limited to jeep safaris for
your exploration of the park's diverse
habitats. Jungle walks with an expert
naturalist guide are a particular
highlight and exploring the area's bird-
rich wetlands by canoe or motorboat
is a must for keen birders, allowing
exceptional views of Indian
Skimmers; Bar-headed Geese and a
wealth of terns, waders and wildfowl.
The traditional jeep safari is still the
best way to see Satpura's larger
mammals, and such special forest
birds as Grey Jungle fowl; Red and
Painted Spur fowl; Malabar Pied
Hornbill; Blue-bearded Bee-eater and
Tawny-bellied Babbler. Also night-
drives are another treat - the rare
Rusty-spotted cat; Jungle Cat;
Common Palm and Indian Civet; Eagle
Owl and Mottled Wood Owl are
among target species.

Best time to visit Satpura :
November to May

Nearest Airport/Railway Station:
Nagpur/ Pipariya

Recommended Accommodation:
Reni Pani; Denwha Back Water;
Satpura Retreat

PANNATIGER RESERVE :

Lush emerald green forest, deep open
plateaus and cascading waterfalls
welcome you. Panna is also a park of
epic and well documented conservation
struggles. Diamond and sandstone
mining was gravely affecting the park
and by the 1990's it was in deep trouble.
Experts turned around its fortunes by
the end of the century, but by 2009
tigers were again poached to
extinction. Recent relocation efforts
have been remarkably successful and
tiger numbers grow year on year with
over 40 individual adult tigers today,
many accustomed to visitors. However
leopard and striped hyena still abound,
alongside a good population of Sambar
Deer, Nilgai and Spotted Deer to
enhance this success story. This park
attracts an excellent variety of resident
and migratory bird species and is
particularly noted for its high density of
Paradise Flycatcher and a good number
of water birds. Apart from safaris in
jeeps, boat trips on the Ken River are an
excellent way to view birdlife and
crocodiles. The river is home to both of
India's crocodiles, the marsh mugger
and the fish eating gharial.

Best time to visit Panna:
November to

Nearest Airport/Railway Station :
Jabalpur/ Khajuraho

Recommended Accommodation:
Ken River Lodge and Camp Panna

“IT'S BETTER TO TRAVEL WELL THAN TO ARRIVE” ~ BUDDHA






















